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Application Details 

Fund Holehird Trust Fund Grants Officer Ellen Clements 

Organisation Grasmere Village Hall Company Application No  23307 

Aims of the 
group 

From the governing document: 'The provision and maintenance of a village hall for the 
use of the inhabitants of the Parish of Grasmere and the neighbourhood without 
distinction of political, religious or other opinions, including use for lectures, classes, 
meetings, exhibitions and drama and for other forms of recreation and leisure-time 
occupation with the object of improving the conditions of the life for said inhabitants.' 

Post Town 
 

AMBLESIDE District South Lakeland 

 

Grant Priority UNSDG 

5 Sustainable Cities & Communities 

   

Funding Request 

Project Cost Total requested Amount recommended 

£1,422.71 £1,422.71 £1,422.71 

 

Expenditure 

 Capital costs: £1,422.71 

 

Income 

Amount of 
funding raised 
so far 

£0.00 N/A 

Applying 
Elsewhere 

No  

Quotes 
Received 

Yes 

 

Project Details 

Project title Replacement of black stage curtains 

What would you 
like to do with 
your grant? 

Grasmere Village Hall opened in 1905, with theatre and performance as one of its 
main purposes. It has a large stage area with dressing rooms behind and underneath 
the stage. For decades it hosted the Grasmere 'Dialect Plays'. More recently is has 
hosted several productions a year by the Grasmere Players: Christmas pantomime, 
a summer production running for several weeks, as well as individual evenings of 
readings and music. Up until recently, the hall was used for an annual youth theatre 
training week. The hall can accommodate 100 people seated and has been used for 
events staged by such as the Wordsworth Trust. Next year, we will be hosting events 
by Highlights Rural Touring Scheme. It is a very high-quality venue, newly 
refurbished with heating system, new kitchen and full access. After lockdown, the 
hall trustees have attracted new members and wish to increase the number and 
range of activities in the hall. However, first we need to be sure that the facilities are 
high quality and above all, safe. To this end, and to make the above ambitious aims 
possible, we need to replace the large stage curtains. 

How do you 
know that the 
people in your 
community want 
this 
project/activity 
and what 
evidence have 
you collected to 

Grasmere Players is an established group which has been putting on performances 
for many decades. The new heating in the hall makes the space an attractive place 
to spend time in.  When Paines Plough theatre company brought the Roundabout 
Theatre to Grasmere (setting up on Grasmere Village green) in recent years, it 
attracted good audiences over several days. We believe that there is an appetite for 
theatre and the arts in the parish and immediate area. The hall has also been used 
for live music performances, and we see potential here too. (Keswick is just 20 
minutes’ drive) 



demonstrate 
this? 

How has the 
COVID-19 
pandemic affected 
the way you now 
currently support 
your beneficiaries? 

Like elsewhere, the lockdown has created difficulties for people living alone (there 
are many older people living alone in Grasmere). We would like to increase the 
opportunity for people to meet in the village hall. 
  

Explain how the 
people or 
community 
accessing your 
services are 
disadvantaged 
and tell us about 
the issues they 
face 

Grasmere and the Lakes Parish is a rural community, with many older people. 
Without their own means of transport, Grasmere can seem isolating for many people, 
especially in the winter. We wish to create a space where community activity can 
take place nearer to home. (Obviously, an environmental benefit here too.) At the 
other end, there are many younger people working in tourism and living in the village 
- we would like to create a space where events for different ages could take place. 
This is a new area for us - we are inviting people to an open day on 22nd January to 
stimulate ideas for greater public use of the hall. We would love to see the hall 
become a centre of activity where people had reason to regularly visit. For a long 
time, its use has come from individual groups hiring it for their own purposes. We'd 
like to see more open events for everyone.  
 

Outline the 
benefits and 
outcomes that 
you expect to 
achieve as a 
result of the 
funding 

As stated above - we wish to increase the use of the hall for community benefit. Kate 
Lynch, Director of Highlights Rural Touring Scheme, recently visited the hall with 
regard to hosting touring productions. She expressed her admiration for the building 
and what it offered in terms of performance. She thought it had great potential for the 
arts and community wellbeing. We have also talked with other performers such as an 
internationally known concert pianist and a local man who has ambition for a local 
drama festival - we can only go ahead with much discussions if we can be sure of 
offering a suitable venue.  We would very much like to increase the use of the hall for 
public and private events, and if we can, bring different types of events by a greater 
diversity of creatives / actors than have previously performed at Grasmere 
(something we have discussed with Highlights Rural Touring). These new curtains 
are necessary to replace existing ones which are now in poor condition and need 
replacing for safety reasons. (I ought to add that we have just spent £500 of our own 
funds to purchase materials to improve the quality fo the front stage curtains. The 
work has been done by trustees). 

How you will 
collate, measure 
and report the 
benefits you 
describe? 

The number of uses of the hall, and in particular the stage area, and the number of 
people attending events. 

How does the 
project/activity 
progress after 
this funding 
ends, or is it 
one-off? 

We see the benefit continuing for many years. These curtains will be an investment 
enabling a welcoming and safe environment for years to come. 

No of 
beneficiaries 

7500 No of volunteers 25 

  

Assessors Comments 

Organisation Company limited by guarantee, incorporated on 27/11/2001 and became a 
registered charity on 13/2/2002.  the building is situated on Broadgate in Grasmere. 
 

Finances Accounts dated 30/22/2020- show an income of £11,863 (2019 £37,080) and 
expenditure of £14,181 (2019 £14,832) 
 

Need & Demand Volunteer ran community facility providing space to be rented out or for events in the 
village. 
 

Project Funding requested to renew the stage curtains to comply with fire safety regulations 



 

Budget / Value 
for Money 

Quote provided 
 

Future 
Sustainability 

The sale of the rectory to private buyers a few years ago left the community without a 
venue for meetings of small groups and this venue tried to meet that need. 

Impact The hall will have fire safety curtains and be able to provide quality entertainment for 
the community, this will bring in revenue for the hall. 
 

Safeguarding Safeguarding policy provided 
 

Any other 
comments & 
recommendation 

Grasmere is a village and tourist destination, named after its adjacent lake. It has 
links with the Lake Poets: William and Dorothy Wordsworth lived in Grasmere for 14 
years and called it "the loveliest spot that man hath ever found. In 1961, the civil 
parish had a population of 1,029. That of the Ambleside and Grasmere ward was 
4,475 in the 2011 census and estimated at 4,592 in 2019. 
 
Recommend support 

 

Previous Funding Details 

No. of grant 
applications 

2 
 

No. of approved 
grants 

1 Total Amount 
Awarded 

£1000.00 

 


